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[Abstract:] In reference to a bill for inspecting the Boilers lately erected... 


Department of Steam Engine and Boiler Inspection, 
Philadelphia, 
July 18, 1887 


Hon. D.M. Fox, 
Supt. U.S. Mint Phila. 


Sir 


In accordance with your direction in your favor of the 15th inst. We forwarded a bill for 
the inspection of the Three Galloway Boilers lately erected at the Mint and under date of the 16th 
received reply from the Edgemoor Iron Co. from which we quote — 


“Acknowledging yours of the 15th inst. concerning your bill &c may say that we do not 
recognize our liability for the payment of this bill under our contract with the U.S. Government. 


We suggest that it be referred to the Architect Wilson Bros & Co. who, by the terms of 
the contract are the arbitrators to determine all disputed questions and we shall be governed by 
their decision. 


It seems to us, that it would be in contravention of all sound business principals for the 
Government to require us to pay the judge who is finally to determine whether or not we have 
complied with our contract.” 


In conclusion, I would simply remark, that the Act of Legislative and Ordinances of 
Council governing this Bureau make the users of the boilers the responsible parties to whom we 
must look to the payment of inspection fees. 


As to the liability for the same, between parties to the contract for the erection of boilers, 
that is a subject which must be settled by them, and with which we have no part or parcel. 


We respectfully refer the charge of inspection to you for settlement. With regards, I am 
Yours truly, 


John Overn 
Chief Inspector 


